





Full Submission

God says in 2:208, “O you who have faith in
Allah and follow His Messenger, enter Islam
completely. Do not leave out any part of it like
the People of the Scripture who accepted some
parts of the book and rejected other parts. Do

not follow the ways of Satan, for he is your

sworn enemy.”

In the above passage, God commands all Muslims to
enter into Islam completely, i.e. in terms of beliefs and
practices. Muslims cannot selectively choose what they
like from Islam or what is convenient, and ignore all
other aspects. Part of submission is to believe that God,
in His infinite knowledge and wisdom, knows what is
best for His creation.Therefore, He only legislates that
which is beneficial and contains good, even if we cannot
fully understand or appreciate that wisdom.

Some commentators said that the above passage
was revealed due to some new Muslims in the time of
the Messenger Muhammad wanting to keep some of
their former religious practices. Former Jews wanted to
keep some aspects of Judaism, such as keeping the
Sabbath and some dietary restrictions not legislated in
the Quran. Former Christians wanted to keep some
Christian devotions and acts of worship. God informed
them that they had no need to do so, as by doing so they
would have changed God’s commands and followed in
Satan’s footsteps. Instead, they should enter into Islam
wholeheartedly.






This can also work in the opposite way. Some people
may refuse to abandon or leave off certain practices
they were accustomed to before becoming Muslim. For
example, the use of alcohol or drugs and the making of
images and sculptures. Others may continue to keep
close and intimate relationships with members of the
opposite gender outside of marriage. Yet others may
continue to partake in religious celebrations, such as
Christmas.

In all of these examples, God commands that we
enter into Islam wholeheartedly. To do otherwise is to
take Satan’s lead in disobeying God. God warns us of the
ways of people who came before us and transgressed
His commands in this fashion in 2:85:

“So do you believe 1n some parts of the
Scripture and not in others? The
punishment for those of you who do this
will be nothing but disgrace in this life,

and on the Day of Resurrection they
will be condemned to the harshest
torment: God s not unaware of what
you do.”




For example, it has become the norm in many
countries for men and women to have casual and
intimate relations outside of marriage. However, this
clearly opposes God’s commandments.
Such relationships should only take place in the
confines of a legal Islamic marriage. In this
case, we would follow God’s commands.
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