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 The story of Umar is a remarkable journey in 
the history of early Islam. His transformation 
was not simply a change of belief; it was the 
formation of a man who would become one of 
the closest disciples of the Messenger 
Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم, a trusted adviser to both the 
Messenger Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم and the first Caliph, 
Abu Bakr, and eventually the second caliph of 
Islam. His life demonstrates how faith, 
companionship, guidance, sacrifice, and service 
can transform a person into a leader of 
extraordinary strength and conviction.

 Before accepting Islam, Umar was known in 
Mecca for his strength, courage, and firm 
personality. He initially opposed the 
Messenger Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم and the new faith, 
seeing Islam as a threat to the religious and 
social order of his people. He was notorious for 
harming and persecuting the early Muslims. His 
presence would cast fear into their hearts and 
hardly anyone ever expected him to become 
Muslim. Yet these very qualities that made him 
a formidable opponent; his determination, 
courage, honesty, and uncompromising nature, 
would later become among his greatest 
strengths as a Muslim.



 His conversion marked the beginning of a 
completely new chapter. After accepting Islam, 
Umar did not remain a distant believer. He quickly 
became deeply connected to the Messenger 
Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم and the Muslim community. His 
acceptance of Islam strengthened the Muslims, 
who had previously lived under intense 
persecution and pressure. His courage gave the 
believers confidence, while his presence provided 
the Messenger Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم  with another 
strong and dependable disciple and follower.



 The formation of Umar as a disciple took 
place through his close proximity to the 
Messenger Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم. He was able to 
learn directly from the Messenger’s words, 
actions, decisions, and character. The 
Messenger Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم did not merely 
teach his followers through formal instruction; 
he educated them through everyday 
mentorship. They watched how he worshiped 
God, treated his family, dealt with opponents, 
judged between people, responded to 
hardship, and showed mercy. Umar absorbed 
this experimental and practical education over 
many years.

 The Messenger Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم recognized 
Umar’s qualities and gave him responsibilities 
within the growing Muslim community. His 
strong personality was not suppressed; rather, 
it was disciplined and directed by Divine 
Revelation and Prophetic guidance. His brave 
nature became courage for the sake of God. 
His resoluteness became firmness upon truth. 
His sense of justice became one of the defining 
characteristics of his leadership.



 Umar’s participation in the major battles 
further developed him as a leading disciple. He 
was present at the first major showdowns 
between the Muslims and their enemies, where 
the believers faced a much larger and 
better-equipped force. He also participated in 
the major campaigns. These experiences were 
not simply military encounters. They were 
moments in which the disciples of the 
Messenger and the early Muslims learned 
obedience, patience, sacrifice, discipline, and 
reliance upon God.

 At these events the early Muslims 
experienced both the seriousness of fighting 
and the importance of following the Messenger 
Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم. They witnessed the 
consequences of disobedience and the need 
for steadfastness during hardship.

 They experienced the strain of defending 
their land while facing a powerful coalition. 
Through such events, Umar was shaped by the 
Messenger Muhammad’s صلى الله عليه وسلم  leadership and by 
the realities of building and protecting the 
Muslim community.



His role during the Messenger Muhammad’s صلى الله عليه وسلم 
lifetime extended far beyond participation in 
battles. Umar was involved in the affairs of the 
Muslim community and was frequently 
consulted. He was a person whose judgement 
the Messenger Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم valued. Many 
traditions record numerous occasions in which 
Umar’s opinion was later supported by 
Revelation or corresponded with what was 
subsequently revealed in the Quran. These 
incidents became part of the evidence of his 
remarkable insight and understanding.

 Yet the relationship between Umar and the 
Messenger Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم was not based solely 
on political or military usefulness. It was a 
relationship of deep faith and loyalty. Umar 
learned directly from the Messenger 
Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم what it meant to submit one's 
personal desires to the commands of God. He 
witnessed the Messenger’s perseverance when 
facing persecution, mercy when he had the 
opportunity for revenge, and humility despite 
his immense responsibility. In this way, Umar’s 
education was both intellectual and spiritual.



 One of the clearest signs of his close 
relationship with the Messenger Muhammad 
 was the place Umar held within the Muslim صلى الله عليه وسلم
community. He was one who stood beside the 
Messenger Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم through the most 
difficult periods of his mission. He shared in the 
migration to Medina, the struggles of the early 
community, the military campaigns, and the 
major political developments that shaped the 
Muslim entity.

 The death of the Messenger Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم 
was therefore an enormous test for Umar. The 
Muslims were overwhelmed by grief, and Umar 
initially struggled to accept that the Messenger 
Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم had died. Abu Bakr then 
reminded the community that Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم 
was the Messenger of God and that God alone 
is Everlasting. This moment demonstrated the 
importance of Abu Bakr’s leadership and also 
marked the beginning of a new stage in Umar’s 
service to Islam.



 When Abu Bakr became caliph, Umar 
became his chief adviser and one of the most 
important figures in the new administration. 
Their relationship was built upon 
complementary strengths. Abu Bakr possessed 
extraordinary calmness, humility, faith, and 
wisdom, while Umar brought firmness, energy, 
strategic thinking, and a powerful commitment 
to justice.

 One of the most important examples of 
Umar’s role during Abu Bakr’s caliphate was 
the issue of the collection and preservation of 
the Quran. After many Quran reciters were 
killed in battle, Umar recognized the danger of 
losing portions of the Quran if more of those 
who had memorized it were killed. He 
therefore encouraged Abu Bakr to have the 
Quran collected into a single written 
compilation. Abu Bakr initially hesitated 
because the Messenger Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم had 
not made such a decision during his lifetime, 
but Umar continued to emphasize the 
importance of preserving the Revelation. 
Eventually Abu Bakr agreed.



 Umar’s service under Abu Bakr demonstrates 
the importance of sincere counsel. He did not 
seek authority merely for himself. He advised, 
supported, questioned, and helped the caliph 
make difficult decisions. His role was that of a 
trusted confidant whose loyalty did not prevent 
him from offering honest advice.

 His story ultimately shows the transformative 
power of Prophetic education. Umar did not 
become the person he was in isolation. He was 
shaped by the Quran, by the Messenger 
Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم, by the community of believers, 
and by years of sacrifice and responsibility. The 
strength that once stood against Islam became 
strength in its service. The man who had once 
opposed the Messenger Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم 
became one of his closest disciples. And after 
the death of the Messenger صلى الله عليه وسلم, that same man 
stood beside Abu Bakr to protect and 
strengthen the community.
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